
 
 
 
 

The S4 Group provides 
products and associated 
services for two markets: 
 

 The S4 Open product line 
addresses Building 
Automation integration to 
open environments. 

 

 The Obermeier Software 
SNMP OPC Gateway 
products address 
integration of Industrial 
Automation and Process 
Control (generically non-IT) 
systems to, and from, 
enterprise environments. 

 
Our Integration Solutions: 

 

S4 Open 
 

 N2 Switch 

 OPC-N2 Router  

 BACnet-N2 Router  

 Management Console 
 

Our Partner Solutions: 
 

Obermeier Software 
 

 OPC-SNMP Enterprise Agent 

 SNMP-OPC Server 
 

B&B Electronics 
 

 ComBus Quick Tester 

 

 

 

The Gateway - November 2009 
BACnet-N2 Router Product 

Availability 

The S4 Group is ready to accept 
orders for the BACnet-N2 Router in 
any BACnet IP client environment. 
 

Testing with Delta ORCAview and 
Reliable Controls RC Studio has been 
completed and certified compatible 
with the S4 Open: OPC-N2 Router. Live 
installations are in process for both of 
these environments. 
 
Interoperability testing continues with 
the addition of American Auto-Matrix to 
the testing schedule. We continue to 
add new products to the test 
environment as our resources, and 
those of our partners, allow.  

Our extensive test lab facilitates 

interoperability testing, ongoing QA and 

regression testing, product 

demonstrations, and mutual customer 

support for each BACnet client 

environment. 

 

We completed QA testing on 

segmentation support and BACnet 

discovery last week and believe that 

these functions are now fully 

supported. Please contact Steve if 

you need an update for your 

production installation.  

 

Don’t see your favorite HMI listed on 

the chart?  Send us a note and we’d be 

happy to test your HMI in our lab for 

compatibility with our S4 Open 

products. 

System Manufacturer OPC / 
BACnet 

S4 Lab 
Test 

Manufacturer 
/ Dealer Test 

Field Test Production 
Install 

963 
Trend Controls BACnet 

In-
Process 

In-Process N N 

Apogee Siemens BACnet N N N N 

Auto-Pilot  American 

Auto-Matrix 
BACnet 

In-

Process 
In-Process N N 

BACnet 

Explorer 

Chipkin 

Automation 
BACnet Yes Scheduled Yes Yes 

BACnet OWS  SCADA Engine BACnet Yes N N N 

Cyberstation Schneider 
Electric 
Building 

Systems (TAC)  

BACnet Yes Yes Yes Yes 

EBI Honeywell BACnet Yes In-Process In-Process In-Process 

Envision Alerton BACnet Yes In-Process In-Process In-Process 

JACE Tridium BACnet N N Scheduled N 

ORCA View Delta Controls BACnet Yes In-Process In-Process In-Process 

RC Studio Reliable 
Controls 

BACnet Yes Yes Yes Yes 

TotalControl KMC Controls BACnet N Scheduled N N 

Tracer 
Summit 

Trane BACnet N Scheduled  N  N 

WebCTRL Automated 
Logic 

BACnet Yes Yes In-Process In-Process 

Webs Honeywell BACnet N Yes Yes Yes 

  Please contact Steve if you are a BACnet manufacturer or integrator of any products not 

mentioned above and want to participate in the interoperability testing or early adopter / field 

testing with the BACnet-N2 Router. 
 

Top 10 Benefits of S4 Open Integration Solutions 

http://thes4group.com/Products/N2-switch.aspx
http://thes4group.com/Products/OPC-N2-Router.aspx
http://thes4group.com/Products/BACnet-N2-Router.aspx
http://thes4group.com/Products/S4-Open-Console.aspx
http://thes4group.com/Products/OPC-SNMP-eAgent.aspx
http://thes4group.com/Products/SNMP-OPC-Server.aspx
http://thes4group.com/Products/BBElectronics.aspx
mailto:sejones@thes4group.com?subject=Interest%20in%20BACnet%20Interoperability%20Testing
http://www.thes4group.com/News/2009/Interop.aspx
http://www.thes4group.com/News/2009/Interop.aspx
http://www.aamatrix.com/products/auto-pilot.shtml
mailto:sejones@thes4group.com?subject=Interest%20in%20BACnet%20Interoperability%20Testing
http://www.thes4group.com/
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Eastern Canada 

 
 

 
Western Canada 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here for more information 

1. Leverage Existing Infrastructure 
2. Upgrade Legacy Systems on a Cost 
Effective Time-Table 
3. Extend an N2 Bus Over Ethernet 
4. Upgrade M3 and M5 Workstations 
5. Auto Configuration Provides 
Minimal Set-Up Time 

6. Integrate Energy Management & 
Other Value Added Applications 
7. Increase Reliability and Availability 
8. Merge Legacy N2 Buses with 
Address Translation 
9. Utilize any HMI with Legacy 
Systems 
10. Gain Vendor Independence 

Buy an S4 Open 

Appliance; 

Receive a Free 

ComBus Quick 

Tester! 

Test an Entire Legacy System 
with One Click 
 

 For every full version of an S4 Open 
product purchased we will offer a FREE 
ComBus Quick Tester, limit three per 
order 
 

 With the purchase of a smaller 
version of an S4 Open product we will 
offer the ComBus Quick Tester at a 40% 
discount 
 

 Additional testers may be purchased 
at a 40% discount  
 

 Stand alone purchases of the 
ComBus Quick Tester are not eligible for 
this discount 
 

 The special will run from November 
2009 through the end of January 2010 
 

Click here for more 

information on the ComBus 

Quick Tester.  

On-Request Demos 

See for yourself, via Microsoft Live 
Meeting, the power of our S4 Open 
products running LIVE in our lab. 
 
Set up a demo today! 

New and Updated Reference 

Material 

The Quick Start Guide has been 
updated to include feedback from our 
production installations. 
 
A new S4 Open Appliances presentation 
is available. We have developed this 
presentation as an introduction to our 
live presentations and as a planning aid 
for our integration partners. 
 
Corrections have been made to the DX-
9100 Device Type Templates for the v1 
DX-9100 and v2 DX-9100 systems. They 
will automatically be included in the 

next maintenance release. Contact 
Steve if you need these updates 
sooner. 
 

Work In Process 

Our developer has tested operation 
with the B&B ESP901 Ethernet Serial 
Server for Downstream N2 Networks. 
Testing is also in process for the 
Advantech and Sealevel Systems 
Ethernet Serial Servers. 
 
A utility to create Alerton Envision 
Display Templates for N2 devices 
integrated with the BACnet-N2 Router 
is under development. 
 
Device Type Templates are being 
expanded to include Engineering Units 
for analog points and On-Text and Off-
Text to binary points. 
 
System-91 Device Type Templates are 
being expanded to include the Metasys 
data type and object numbers. This will 
facilitate assigning accurate BACnet 

http://thes4group.com/Products/S4OpenApplianceApplicationsIndex.aspx
http://thes4group.com/Products/BBElectronics.aspx
http://thes4group.com/Products/BBElectronics.aspx
http://thes4group.com/Products/BBElectronics.aspx
mailto:steve@thes4group.net?subject=Request%20for%20live%20demo.
http://www.thes4group.com/Downloads/PDF/S4-Open-Appliances-Quick-Start-Guide-V1.3.pdf
http://www.thes4group.com/Downloads/PDF/S4-Open-AppliancesV4.pdf
mailto:sejones@thes4group.com?subject=Request%20For%20Updated%20DX-9100%20Device%20Type%20Templates
http://www.obermeier-software.de/
http://www.bb-elec.com/welcome.asp
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsembedded/en-us/partners/default.mspx?seed=476
http://www.chipkin.com/
http://www.fastekintl.ca/
http://www.westexcel.ca/
http://www.thes4group.com/Products/BBElectronics.aspx


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you do not wish to receive further 
issues of The Gateway, simply reply to 
this message with Unsubscribe as the 
subject. 

data object types to system-91 devices. 
 
As these activities pass our QA test the 
features will be rolled into the 
production product at a maintenance 
release. 

Product Spotlight ï Obermeier 

Software SNMP-OPC Gateway 

version 3.10 
 
Part of the strategic partnership for 
development with Obermeier Software is 
that the Obermeier Software products and 
the S4 Open products would be able to share 
protocol plug-ins and other components. 
These insights, shared by Klaus Obermeier, 
about the SNMP-OPC Gateway 3.10 
demonstrate this vision coming to fruition. 
 
This version has a search wizard similar to 
that of the S4 management console. This 
search wizard searches as the network level 
for devices and also at the device level for 
points, if no device profile is found.  
 
On the other side the S4 management 
console will be enabled to auto detect any of 
our OPC servers installed locally and 
remotely. This will make enterprise 
configurations much easier. 
 
The long awaited Copy & paste and Drag & 
Drop capabilities to move data points around 
in the OPC server is introduced in this 
version. This capability will be introduced in 
the S4 management console in a 
maintenance update. Customers have been 
asking for this and will love the added power 
that it provides. 
 
Version 3.10 is a maintenance update fixing 
problems detected at customer installations 
and adding minor enhancements to the 
product. One of the more noticeable fixes 
was ensuring that the system properly 
honors the maximum scan rate per SNMP 
field device. This protects the SNMP device 
against OPC clients trying to get the highest 
possible scan rate of 1 Hz. 

The SNMP-OPC server uses the same 
automation.net technology as the S4 Open 
appliances as we continue to converge to a 
uniform platform. The most important 
reason to change the i/o system is to avoid a 
starvation problem that could happen with 
previous versions, that is it could run into an 
unfair scheduling of the field devices and 
some points are then not updated within the 
given boundaries. This is a major step, 
although not visible on the first view 
because the user interface remains 
consistent, building upon previously 
successful implementations. 
 
What is evident is: 

1. Consistent performance even under 
high loads and large point lists 

2. Much more parallelized operation 
enabling it to detect data point 
changes even within hundreds of 
field devices in a few seconds 

3. Equivalent performance for SNMP 
and ICMP (Ping Test) interfaces 

4. A mode of operation for low 
bandwidth networks where it is 
important to not overload gateway 
devices that connect into low 
bandwidth networks such as cable 
TV distribution systems or industrial 
radio networks. 

 
Both the SNMP-OPC Server and the OPC-
SNMP Enterprise Agent (eAgent) will have 
3.10 versions available in the near future. 
 
Major release 4.0 is being developed in 
parallel to this maintenance release and will 
introduce significant new features and 
capabilities. SNMP protocol plug-ins used in 
release 4.0 will be compatible with and 
available to the S4 Open products. 

 


